
 

 

PEOPLE IN THE ORCHESTRA 

 

The Phoenix Symphony, like other professional orchestras all over the world, is comprised 

of various groups of people all working toward a common goal—making music for the 

community. This takes the collective effort of many people, from musicians to stage hands 

to librarians. Listed below are a few of the people that help make The Phoenix Symphony 

such a wonderful orchestra: 

 

Conductors:  The conductor of a symphony orchestra helps guide the musicians to play 

to the best of their abilities. He or she chooses and studies the music score, makes 

adjustments as needed, and communicates his or her ideas to the orchestra to foster 

unity around their vision for the piece. Michael Christie and Joseph Young are the 

conductors of The Phoenix Symphony. They lead rehearsals and concerts throughout 

the year. To learn more about the conductors of The Phoenix Symphony, visit here: 

www.phoenixsymphony.org/musicians/artistic-staff 

 

Musicians: The musicians of The Phoenix Symphony play the instruments that make up 

the orchestra. When they aren’t playing concerts at Symphony Hall, they can be found 

rehearsing or playing at events all over the valley.  To learn more about each musician in 

The Phoenix Symphony, visit here: www.phoenixsymphony.org/musicians 

 

Librarian: Every orchestra has a librarian, similar to the librarian in a school or 

community library. An orchestra librarian is a music specialist who manages the 

orchestra’s music collection. The librarian’s job is to organize all of the music needed for 

the entire orchestra for all of their concerts and to oversee preservation of recordings 

and other information related to the orchestra’s history. 

 

Stage Crew: Everything you see on stage, from the music stands to the orchestra shell to 

the lights, is put in place by the stage crew. They play an important role in setting up the 

stage, including dimming and brightening lights, adjusting microphones, arranging chairs 

and music stands, and monitoring the overall safety of the individuals on stage. 

 

Administrative Staff: Behind the scenes, it takes many staff members to coordinate and 

maintain a high-quality professional orchestra. The Phoenix Symphony staff works in an 

office one block from Symphony Hall, and many staff members also work backstage 

during concerts. The different administration departments include: 

• Education – creates and manages school and community programs 

• Operations – manages the logistical and artistic needs of each concert 

• Development – raises money to support the symphony 

• Finance – oversees paying the bills and managing the cash flow 

•  Box office staff – sells tickets and helps customers 

• Marketing staff – advertises the concerts and designs brochures 



 
 
 

People in the Orchestra Quiz 
 
 

 
Name:______________________________________________________________  
 
 
1.  The conductor of an orchestra typically does what? 
 

a) leads rehearsals and concerts  b) sells tickets and helps customers  

c) organizes music for the orchestra  d) plays an instrument 

 
 
 
2. Who is in charge of setting up the stage, including microphones, stands, chairs and 
lights? 
 

a) the Marketing staff    b) the Stage Crew 

c) the Musicians   d) the Conductor 

 
 
 
3. The _________________________ play the instruments that make up the orchestra. 
 
 
 
 
4. Who is in charge of school and community programs? 

 
a) the Box Office Staff   b) the Development department  

c) the Stage Crew   d) the Education department 

 
 
 
 
5. Who‘s job is to organize all of the music needed for the entire orchestra for all of their 
concerts and to oversee preservation of recordings and other information related to the 
orchestra’s history? 

 
a) the Librarian   b) the Finance department   

c) the Box Office staff   d) the Conductor 

 

 



People in the Orchestra Quiz 

Answer Key 

 

1. a 

2. b 

3. “musicians” 

4. d 

5. a 

 


